Aharon’s Anguish
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1. The Menorah service took place for the first time on the
first of Nissan, the same day that the first of the inaugural
offerings of the princes was brought. The preparation of
the lamps of the Menorah takes place before any of the
~ daily offerings are brought, It thus oceurred earlier than
¢~ the first of the inaugural offerings. We therefore would
have expected the Torah to speak of the kindling of the
Menorah before those offerings, as part of the earlier
passage addressed to Aaron, that of the blessing of the
Kohanim (6:22-27). The Torah speaks of it at this point in
-order to highlight its juxtaposition with the offerings of
the princes (Be'er BaSadeh ).
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PARASHAS BEHA’ALOSCHA

! HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, ? "Speak to Aaron and say to him: When you kindle the
lamps, toward the face of the Menorah shall the seven lamps cast light.”

3 Aaron did so; toward the face of the Menorah he kindled its lamps, as HasHem had

commanded Moses. " This is the workmanship.of the Menorah, hammered-out gold, from its

base to its flower it is hammered out; according to the vision that HASHEM shoted Moses, so
did he make the Menorah. '

&
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2. {an®y7a — WHEN YOU KINDLE. DK"p33 nwsh myien nws nonoa e — Why was the passage
dealing with the kindling of the Menorah put next to the passage dealing with the contribution and
offerings of the princes? 19X Nx W3 9% — Because when Aaron saw 2D ngun — the in-
anguration of the princes, i.e., the contributions and offerings made by the prinees at the inauguration
of the Tabernacle, 1nyTmwyn — he felt badly about it,* w3 591 ki K7 N3uN2 BIRY 77 x%¢ — for
neither he nor his tribe was with them in the inaugnration. %733 @Tpi 12 1 — The Holy One,
e Blessed is He, said tohim, 7w — “Tswear by your life!  Bwn 7112 95% — Your [role] is greater
than theirs, ' :npxw — for youkindle 2w — and prepare °niad Ny - the lamps,”s}

CGoo Apparently God is telling Aharon, “You are not part of this inaugu-
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AHARON'S [INAUGURATION
The parashah opens with God's command to Aharon to arrange and
kindle the lights of the Menorah in the Mishkan (Bemidbar 8:1-2). Im-
mediately thereafter, the Torah relates God's command to Moshe to pu-
rify the Levi’im and assign them to their tasks. The Torah then explains
who among the Levi’im is to perform which task.

Moshe’s command to the Levi’im is part of the inauguration of the
Mishkan, which is first described in Naso. There we learn about the of-
ferings brought by the leader of cach tribe, what these leaders wore, and
which leader brought his offering on each of the days of the inaugura-
tion (Bemidbar, ch. 7). The laws of lighting the Menorah therefore seem

" to be out of place here, coming in the middle of the description of the)
Mishkan's inauguration. Far from being a one-time inauguration
mitzvah, lighting the Menorah is one of the daily tasks of the service in
the Mishkan.

you will kindle and take charge of the lights. This task is so important
® that it is included in the chanukas haMishkan.”

This is how Rashi answers the qdestion of what lighting the Meno-
rah has to do with the inauguration of the Mishkan, but Ramban chal-
lenges Rashi’s comment here. By definition, inauguration issomething

sethatisdose only at the beginning, while lighting the Menorah is an on-
going mitzvah. How can it be called an “inauguration”?

To answer this question, Ramban cites a midrash that declares that
2 day will come when it will be as if there is no Temple, although the
Temple will still be standing. At that time, there will be no offerings,
and the Jewish people will not gather there three times a year on
Pesach, Shavuos, and Sukkos. Then a group of Jews, all of whom will be
descendants of Aharon — the Chashmonaim, who were all kohanim —
will bring about the reinauguration of the Temple.

ration, because I have a job set aside for you at the time of the historical
preamble to the holiday of Ch anukah. The service in the Temple will be
introduced anew, and a reinauguration will be made through the
mitzvah of lighting the Menorah, for that is the first mitzvah the
Chashmonaim performed when they reentered the Temple.”

—3 Thus Aharon's kindling of the lights has a prophetic implication,
foreshadowing a time when Aharon's descendants will inaugurate the
Temple service, as the other tribes are doing now in the beginning of
this parashah. The name of the holiday is Chanukah, because the inau-
guration, the chanukah, of the Temple is the main import of the victory
associated with it. *

6.-b-

CONSTANT RENEWAL

*T\pproximately a thousand years passed from the time the Torah was.

given until the holiday of Chanukah was established. In retrospect, we
can understand this Torah passage that alludes to the holiday, but how
could it have been interpreted before the historical era of Chanukah?
There was still the question of why the kindling of the Menorah was
placed within the section of the inauguration.
: PN Lo
T7am K Aanwh an newip ana Mwn MaT SY awpn 1tanan
NIVW 37971 P2 NTUPA MmN 81 1IN0 NPYTRa mna ol 0o
nnInaY MIapn 9321 981 A710P 1w (5 o 300 13 .,
7199 D131 13 KUR NIW3 ArRW D000 Or nTmaya pnhan
0AWT MWa a9 WY 192003 T N wTTR KInwl 079

A1T09R Nawn 191

ORI TWn 1T 137 RO T NPT MWnT opo an v
AW MRN ORI .DKIZAN 1Y 70 1270 N127P 000 0°R1 2PN
omna NaT 2PN KDWYy InpT o nawbtm 003 musn nam

MDY MR NN N3 MY D1IN NPYTh 03 ,Natn nounh A

~



1! (kY3 B =D (e 8

B2
P [RE-R3-Ty Tnsens ARon -mx‘v AR YYIOY 0w PPORA DR R LIW YoY Kbm panh TUE MRS

Yon R Ty 2% nnon nwenn npom
0182w 87w »n npbes b 37 9, o
YOIV DY R DX nnoY A9W TR OR
M oen wonnm R RYMD ) Avapn
197 .nvn xm men Yow oy ovnh g

JMED AN MM ANy wane

53 N2 worw ,0%n I R

D13 DWR PR DR NYARY? NOY DR OR
won» WK1 Y¥Y DIRD DR U0 P DY
oYy YW [k ¥ TR NR AT
ONY BN DWHNR DTR YER INNDN a$

mona 8Ny Tha ey nennb v oaNa N

mma bw a¥na mpy TRn ,ovn womw
ornaw a@ LN anm e Yaph mew
N N apwnn ovbynn any

TR (97 PNRD 9373 RYD PR 1PN
R? RIWW DU DYR TV ,MEn TV @7 %)
27 wpyn PY vt awbn o b nor
R L TIRTPRY TP K12 onn YRt B3 RIpY
AP0 ¥ava mn P amM vy aRe
112 7902w W R DNy NBRW neRnw
nYRwA NPT nvhn ntmaw Y90 RaIR
ma amw gt Yworn nnbem oy
J3 TV OYIE YR RO M e
'R maw ,n¥ ppwm orn nanve Yand
MEAT Brpa M mbeyy opn

myn xm obw rha mmab oo D"

wrbw Wws) MY W anow ey nwy ¥

MEna e narbyn nbenn 9 ym L7

mina mRIw Mnan hbya e oy
A% o L1 &Y mowsay wmy ovna
Y MY MEHT MER T AN AN

%P3 MER MR MWYY Tnan oK aevp
SO0 3P0 Y 1an uY aan oIk nnYy

TNIRNINY  AR¥y "3 nTn msn ww #

Tna% ,orn won? mEnn KM J2an MY
mo% oWy mypa ON¥N DINT LY UMmA
oM KIM L13 3pnem oY PnY movnb
JUT a1 oUeR 0N wpany Rynn
amy o LOTR RO abRa nabyan Mavm
W wed Yny pwe RY BR KT mph

9% 0TaYa XKW BTaTa POy

N peanb Ywnwn kYD mom
YR namn vy kab e moaam amey
np RNt 9 N Y95 AN amnn mana
Moy TAY NN¥BT Orpa 1., mhwa
bsa mvn WY nvm npten onvpa )

by oAy own mmy wa ,nbws )
aney Aty YT YR whnn  prnnw
maty DYy oTnn Mpe3 nKRnnY? an
poiny 1ona VRBA ATapn Yo AMR3
sp* nm ,2OhAN3 THun MY 2N0w b3 Y23
Jqrom PR Y¥a pIX 3 vk TIon
oy 5 ,Bpwn W SN [wIn T
J(2NPTT MIR) SR ART CTNRD BN Mpn

nvu:w'r Dipn TR KW DWA WY DMNR DLWw onon T Y Dy mwon
2nuap oampn DrPRY T2 9 oy nween pnb Inw NN

yavn T DY RWNT AW IR JONY AW NATINA MO MR RN K
DNEAY PPINWM ARA DT TIY PN L5OR WMM priA WRIW nvn? 7Y 0
72TTXW oA DORYT WK LR YW APAY 17 °n OPR 9D mym Kon W prism
avnm  amEab PRI AvIn KT DTSR XYY TOM PUIE nT RIw an 73
» Mo DU TR WM ANYT MwRm L DWIY DMORY M¥n TRM XIS 1:::)
<Hn by PIAR [p™ "9 T2 MW 73APR AR TN NTRD RYW TR R vy
R OX ,OPTER WM PR WR P e ¥bR mapn NI Lpinm PR
b Wt nmmmy merw 1 ww mR1 IR A1 msnY Mppnwen
vl P RITW R0 LRY oY nvapn

.

YRR N 9 np

“yrEins pus aS n
5"¥r oYpn KA0N OW2 IRIW IO D HY 9UNT TRPIMY 727 IRAN DR 1300

M 1T THAIT PRIV IPPHR K TN Grey ka 110) 127002 DMK K g
701 SRIWN YOI AApn — 12IN2 YOI DY M NNR AN 10 1NN N
.07n¥1 0vn ,o%Y N Yw

179V MY AR MpYRY TN .DPPRNY 273 121700 07N AvTol 9
NR TARY AN MYy proony SpvpnaY avhy R NONK LDOXIP N2 190 KOw
nm» nrnn

DX ,1"2p7 12102 YLIY Y03 I8N IR Y12 OTR 712° 1D YYY nann
QNP 17TV NAN 12 POIR NI N DRA 9 19N IR LNImMBET NS N
9791 w2 UK 0*A7 M2 DK SYam AP NYU0IN NR NHLN K17 ORA ?19¥R
' 2 0°VRp 12 12 L AMR T

'n”nn nwpa NN — 981 K200 IR — DY 1n:mn,-J

N .omrn Yun WhLRIMY a¥n boaw o bya Yo yava yeavn n'apn
rnY nxnm
e A S

. S 0”1 .00 ANPY NNDY 070 TV DR DY 0PN YW MRIRNT I K

L"D”n wn oRN
AroIN2 172pn YOIW 071 TN YAl 03 At 72

wonn K1 .00 7Y Wpan 12°0 ,0TRI DN DOMs 0N SV NYU0INY 0T 9D &
LMD T AN Y

.A"ARN 12 PLIY DUNN NP1 YW 38N DR XTI 10210 1T 10 OR
LN/ TN NS QR KN L0070 TV TV WO KINW M8y AN X0 OX
WYY NN NPT KM A0 1TV 1273P2Y TWUY R0 M 1Y wanm
(wp:m PR L,ANEAT OMN2 YXY ROw 0990 NIYEY MEYa AN K0 OR NNT

2102 A"APR YLIY 0NN N2 DR NNPD XYW R0 T MY MYvnn

/S
lo

RS FEWY
J90 1IAR 99 NPT mMwehn 9w NR DT YRpIN’ "17 7°20n 723

NDRIY AR TRNY TV ARIN 21 07113 A9 1M A0h 12w orin Nyl
<070 Y 070 T NPRINYNT

DRV WY MIATINT YW 7T 03T IUPK MY W AW 1Y
JNYT AYYN 192 PYN 1P IRPw T RY RIM Nami non

Un Mmai ane 71370 MR AN T NETY 191 19K KnY Ny
n°nn Y YW arRIwN 070 NP andk ,.ovn myh DR Y02 ppinen ooRew
mwon 73 51 1% 0 "oMR DR VYYD DTN YOPRTOw tT'1 12 Anon R LD

T BERIY 0vN 73 1Y




4 .

i3

(% mwan w) NN TPWRT 1902 2M) A4 bi=g bm ("4~ 123 1m0 S
ISR NYN TPUPY ME¥nI YN 98 20
TTAPR R IYOEN YR TN T I WR MM NI OTR BN N3 1ae v0h mppinwn v oTRbw M2 MIRTEm +*

nipn NNyt nvayn e RYR nMayw
1M 19 DT L27WRD KINOImN Sy

TIMMY NPRINwn WO M NI RIT DTIRA OX IR NTRwY ppinwn KT IR
TN ¥aws K AN MK L9035 YRS KR MO0 MM L@-23 Tp) PN TIRR 739
\r( AMRMAY TR 71T Yy R

DRBUT DUWINT TMRD 30 NOD M¥na ,MYIDR JwRT AKX M s 1 a7 B TR man 5:1 (X2 NYMB TN DY _b"rr omT WAt any [2

SBRM ATV T3P AK TP CRYEY YN eb (o nwmy 4 oo D071 D 7NN M0 YIVN W N /MED DT T8EY Top mEnk
S0 MDD MIEMA MO XY D29 N MY AR AIHUK TRV AwD DR YWD TRWW B MM MY M7 PPN waun g mbvn? 135w cmin
"RD3 AUD 3 TR DRAG DYDY MR o v 1503 Kivky  L7_UIWM 130m 1135 ToyRR Y p1 mwnb L0 - Aaw K W R AN
SNST Y MIST DOAYIND BT BY TRRNW 9K 10T R9K AP TN by URR PN 73T 700 KT WEY AWYRT W7 PR @AY WW PR AR Y
O by M AP0 BRTY DNOT WY onYYR AmT RTINS gy T bYw 7o Y3 131 muy by povnnb vHY 1m3 Ywovw am omy | s
baU BB MR 9> KO0 MNR MRA QO D KW IR MoK, > S 1Y M AIR33 YR T K7vn o ]2 WINDRD Y208 KN vmyn 4
onanx STIG 57™DYR LA0D AP DUMVD TV DTN T¥R LWD RIDM Amra 130w PN 4577 ETXP K9 > V3BT TEm 7TAY AT ATAVY3 KA
owol AnYa DAY DY KPR R MspE w0k 17 kY nwn? ay nans :

SOX LOMRST T R0 N Mprinwm SRIwe MmN mEnd e WxTY wewh nwyn MR DIND oUW bR wen Poa am P{
Sxegr A3 703 TR 191] Tawn mxm nYm O by T9Amw 157 Imsn X1 Y MW PENT X bar o1 YR I I 2UmKY PN YW Py

SR ORTATY OYY NY AR BTMM WATAR DWA (M wn on T aue) M3 SRDAT ¥apa T O3 1Y XY oW W ®P1 PIRS PYIAT DR TRw K?
DT WMWY YA Y YN R 0 MINN Dwyn Avw oTR Innm yaua
S YN O ,WIPR DWW RER MPTE YT wUnd TRD YT own W m
2R B9om WA Row D35 TXD VAW a0 PR YN anb Dnivw  meian 137 DR ORTRWY (-1 ovan) 20D RIpRL. DT ¥R KT a1 mpTe
[ MK 1 me s new) MW MOD MER TR TN GNPIUM DRI M px ymwnw vy b3 POV WR 93 MR 00N [Yn? ONR DD DRI
X977 npTTER YRTY PROKY TwROw APNADI WEp (oo mgmy IR W MEYS AN WDwnY MR Pswn” mt oy LBNIR WV msnn
o7 naw) 97T DIDKD MUFTIDY 1377 Swn N vy ppnwn & 0 2T UV BTpR oVR qwxk b3 X Dwn qynb 1M ,aTRe rm abowna
INOM WYNT W AT ATRY W NIA Y03 I @2 ) 2090 Ly L MIAN AUYRN R TOIWRN I AVI0AT IR030 W "D MO0 VYRR WY
MIyTEY MAwKT MUY T2 pPOsnY 72 18D 71203 AnY) Amipha an3m ) Syroy o awma abn anmn n
AUYMD ¢ ) DIIKARD QYR T T RR TTIY DNYMD AW
/7 MARD TI0D XIIT 273 KRR P21 MWK GY o) ‘7 1D WOM AR |
XU KM MUYTIBAT_ [(myme 77 ow) DI ITTD [N] ber Y'sEn ano

A THR D97 TOW (2 mxn Mew mwd) PUNT PRaPRWMw AT 3MD \Lt’
WnwR YAW OR MY - PMIN IMETOY 531 ,weIp W "I NPT MN1aR IREDD

go32% Y93 1TaFYY OPY-X U7 NN MAORY OTT O3NK MER ONK WR CMEn UK
WoIw /N MR WM (et WIS ROPRTD LJRARwA N0 Yhn Dnyrol
T ey m M) PWTAI YRWN (DM VAW OR7 DUIARY (-0 0M3T) “DowD bom

U5 M NAT XRW MK 1901 Man AMIR pIrnd ANRAwa 0 nRge
: - RIW TN DR T2 MIEY ROR RIW? MSHn wm KDY (er p) 2R 1IN

X
qUD P01 (33 ¢ mbw) TARI M0 T NYP 0K R nmwe ] e
S—— o@a RI2° BYIDI MIERN BPP MW WIS 1 TTEME N NMRT (- a*‘?:-:n))

s5b gEMe 993 OYDRE  nbwa anvem) YN T L0 O YN DR (
o Xw Y™ M3 AP0 R OYOR TNY MIA LM RT3 DPI0Y TNV A27P8 WR MY INAWS MUYTR TIRD 19N DX RE9Y WA n¥nE ot

PR AR .0M3 S¥R DPLTY TN XY M R oo onv awp AElL@aNemE P DY BRYR WD AN DI 0N AR AT R N
oTa mROT MI¥Dw X 09 MuyTSY onb dwm ot tam eava omew TR o0 oy pab T ambD LMK @3 MRI3 03 AN [wh wawn
T 5y vwsnb ome mn 1oy /D By omyon b vmw LmmPpIn NN DWW 73 ©9T2) OMIAT DNV CRWa UW O'R ,RTRUR mr - omvTa

AME NAT AEPTRR P KT 0392 nPw oM MEn Tvb ppnwnn  LYIRD DY - DMYRw ow nend mipn wyn vy nioty wpx 13 %93 o
IMER yAwe XD MNED OMK ANERN ATRY AMAN T R9R AN 0TI 7RO W RN rxtz;s&

Soroy 1T AN R RVT

X7 7912 MIPR IMIY W2 INMNT RY LIMR N2 MDND AN NN
M N mwy? Mmoo nnsnl mMTay? PN L nvaw 1wel oy \_S,
JINN T MIZn [ wan mER T by mnaw aan ']3’9‘? o x1any —— N TE=——
TR 7T QYU UKD LG 2 0%wm) MR MM MEn 21% 17 ma ] AR L IsEn orp IR DYTT YW SRR wyn Mo bywa M ‘]:'I?}" ~
.n*n oma mh ™0 72 Y37 (12 maw) " n-;w-lhpnlw ,aen M ;11317 nguxvﬂ, YNy Ty n‘pw: HREn ‘nﬂﬁﬂb
4 2

(ws rawy 79I oI bW DD RPYT KM MIUM T MI¥n 3 Mon oW MW MY I CTINEN T YT EW MY APAm wRann 9annhd
OPPl ‘T DTEva MM RDOW? MppIn@m mKa ¥ 03 mmne (2 1 oyan i K rmarbyn wesn yrIpnb PR RITY WA ®9D1 M

a1 mgeb MR N7, nmenn T9rsy 33pa MRV YRIET NRwl R R
dp ANNR iz sl e s 1 s e ~robpns e G
= “6;:)‘31 (i Y \15 i weie D

v wwoNw oW YR TR YN
o3 MBD3I KUK ,JA7 AT NTWpR NLpM NUITPR N3 panon

W X PRI L,TED BUPY D120 IR NI wRIw by X2 RN (ﬁbnp) Tnon 11 Yy g3 phn W2 ma Xbw DX napat Wwsl and
f?:? qypRmt aRYT RN ORON ,L0DT DR RIW N2 N ~ MR (@ .30 PN 2 man ) L w1 00 Yawr Xy noa MR (v .nj
197 (TR NAMTY LMI¥nn DR SW M mmISY nIor umn avimw (_.1_51!7?3 ApIn T MR T mIR fi21 197 s Y00 K? YD
SYwn Mo Yun KW TN LORIDIN NIWn2 A R9W Nyt mwbnw

% aremw nyTn mwthn o - .
2 AW nyIn N 73 MR A% I LmAN TW WIM o oo sy npen ok Y
D8y T2 MOWY L0URwIn NoNn2 oRpy w0 RO




pEs

AN OFFER You CaAN'T REFUSE
Ry Fead

The prophet declares (Michah 6:8), “He has told you, man, what
is good. And what does He demand of you, but to do justice, love
kindness and walk modestly with G-d, your L-rd." Thisis a radically
new idea, says the Chafetz Chaim, a very important idea~The Al-
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mighty wants more from us than to do acts of kindness. He wants
\dis to love kindness. And almost all of us, concludes the Chafetz
Chaim, fail in this regard. Most of us do not love chessed suffiéient-
ly. We do not embrace it with a passion.

Here is a simple test. Imagine you are home on a Sunday morn-
ing, and a parade of meshulachim comes to your door. Every few
minutes another one. And you welcome each one cordially and give
him an appropriate check. This goes on the entire morning. You
are doing chessed nonstop. And then something comes up and you
have to run an errand. You are away for a short while, and as you
turn the corner to return home, you see two wmeshulachim leaving
your house. You just missed them.

What is your reaction? Do you think that you just had a close
call? Or do you run after them to invite them into your house?

Al

Well, that is not how Avraham felt about it. He wanted to do
chessed. He yearned for it. He hungered for it. Regardless of his
physical condition, he wanted to do chessed with all his heart. And
if there were no travelers, he would sit by the door just in case a
solitary traveler happened to pass by, a traveler who could use a
bite to eat and a cold drink.

How are we to understand this mitzvah? You have to make Kid-
dush on Shabbos. If it is not Shabbos, you don't have to make Kid-
dush. Should you feel bad that it's not Shabbos and you cannot make
Kiddush? You have to eat matzah on Pesach. Should you feel bad a
whole year that it is not Pesach and you cannot perform the mitz-
vah of eating matzah? Of course not. The mitzvah applies at certain
times and under certain conditions. At all other times and condi-
tion, there is no mitzvah. Shouldn't it be the same with chessed? If

(there is someone in need, there is a mitzvah to do chessed. But if
there is no one there who needs help, there is simply no mitzvah to
do chessed. And if it is so, why was Avraham upset that no one was
coming any more than he would be upset that he could not make
Kiddush on Sunday? ‘

Rav Moshe Feinstein concludes that the mitzvah of doing
' ésse_z_d_i;different from other mitzvos, because the chessed you
do is more for your own benefit than for the benefit of the person

~with whom you are doing the chessed. We think that we need to
give money to the poor in order to fill their needs. That is not
quite true. It is the other way around. The truth is that there are
poor people in the world so that we can give to them and fulfill
our own very personal need to do chessed. As the Gemara says,
“The poor person does more for the householder than the house-
holder does for the poor person”

% Just as the body needs food every day for its nourishment, so
does the neshamah, the soul, need to do chessed for its nourish-
ment. Because when we give,we are emulating the ways of the Al-
mighty and thereby refreshing our souls. So when we wake up in
the morning, when we ask ourselves what will we eat for breakfast,

we should naturally also ask what acts of chessed we will do for our
souls. If we truly love chessed, that is how we would think.
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After Aharon was commanded to light the Menorah, the Torah
ells us: “And Aharon did so” (Bemidbar 8:3). Why was there a need to
ay that he did what he was told to do? These words seem to imply that
ve might have entertained some doubt as to whether Aharon would do
[ Or not.
~J Rashi explains that these words are written in praise of Aharon,
tgessing that in his actions Aharon did not change a single detail of the
/ay he was commanded to perform this mitzvah. Yet this too leaves us
onfused. Why is there a need to stress this point?
s¢ The Sefas Emes comments that one of the great challenges of per-
rming mitzvos is that with time we may begin to feel that they are
-petitious and even meaningless. Even praver can become a matter of
te recitation marked by boredom, and the mitzvos can lose their
laste.” Our greatest responsibility, therefore, is the obligation of
ischadshus, constant renewal and rejuvenation. We must always renew
ur desire and our excitement in performing the mitzvos.

In the pa_ssage of Shema, the Torah tells us, “And these words that I
n commanding you today...” (Devarim 6:6). The Sages question the
e of the word today. Since these words were spoken at the end of
loshe’s life, long after the mitzvos were commanded, to what does to-
1y tefer? The Sages explain it to mean “every day.” “lam commanding
ou to perform every mitzvah,” says God, “as if I had commanded it to-
1y. The mitzvos should remain fresh and exciting to you; you must
ver allow them to grow stale.” This principle is so important that the

rah included it in the wording of the Shema.
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And this is what was so special about the fire that Aharon — and
later the kohanim — lit each day. They were able to create such excite-
ment in lighting the Menorah that every day they had the same feeling
as they had the first time they performed the mitzvah. The Sages tell us
that the words “And Aharon did so” teach us that “there was no
change” in the excitement and happiness he felt each time he fulfilled
\the mitzvah. The lighting of the Menorah always aroused his excite -
ment, just as it did the first time he performed the mitzvah.

Yet the question remains: what has the lighting of the Menorah to

do with the inauguration? It can be an inauguration only on the first
day. After that, it is no longer one of the “firsts” of the inauguration. For
Aharon and the kohanim, however, lighting the Menorah was so excit-
xu_g that this mitzvah was reinaugurated every day they performed if.
Lighting the Menorah always had the nature of an inauguration be-
cause of the excitement with which it was performed. This is the mes-
sage Rashi is conveying. d .
X The commentators point out that the word chanukah means both

“inauguration” and “education.” The Sefas Emes thus reveals a very im- i&;how
portant principle in education. If you want your child to follow in your .

path, make that path exciting; make it seem fresh every day, because if
it becomes boring to him, he will lose interest. We must infuse our chil-

3\

recall from whom — an interpretation of these pesukim and this
Gemara that is very illuminating.

o What is meant by a man who desires His mitzvos? The Gemara
cells us (Avodah Zarah 19a) that it means someone who desires
the mitzvos themselves rather than the reward of doing the mitz-
vos. He is the one who is considered fortunate.

But why is the one who does mitzvos for reward not considered
fortunate as well? True, this is not the highest level of serving the
Ribono Shel Olam, but it is a perfectly acceptable path to Him.
Why is the person who serves for reward excluded from the for-
tunate?

32 The answer lies in the second passuk. “His offspring shall

be the mighty of the earth, a virtuous generation that shall be
blessed.” For himself, a person can take the long route to the
Ribono Shel Olam by serving Him at the outset for the sake of the
reward. But if he wants that his children should be “the mighty of
the earth.” if he wants to raise “a virtuous generation,” he has tc
them a love for the mitzvah itself. When children see theil
parents perform mitzvos with zest and enthusiasm, when they se
that their parents talk about mitzves all the time and hold mitzvo
in the highest esteem, when they see that their home is permeatec

‘dren’s education with the ingredient of inauguration. The essence of
education is arousing a child’s excitement over mitzvos, making him
feel always as if he is doing them for the first time, feeling the newness
iﬁ-_everything.

C} In this vein, the Sefas Emes interprets the verse “Educate each child
[na’ar] according to his own nature; then, even when he grows old, he
will not abandon that path” (Mishlei 22:6). The simple explanation of
this verse is that educating a child well guarantees that he will remain a
good person. The Sefas Emes, however, finds advice that is far more spe-
cific in this verse. Educate the na’ar, the young man — make sure that

*the education vou give him is an education of na’ar, so that he will al-
ways retain the feeling of freshness and delight in doing good. Then,
even when he grows old, his young spirit will never abandon him, for

he has been trained in the attitude of hischadshus — that power of being
able to become excited about something that is “old,” something he
has performed countless times.

How does one achieve this quality of renewal? Through working
on oneself and contemplating the fact that God has given us this
mitzvah. In order to fulfill the mitzvah of tefillin, for example, with this’
feeling of excitement and renewal, a person should tell himself how
SJucky he is to be a Jew. As a Jew, he has a mission that is vitally impor-
tant, and this mission can be expressed only through the mitzvos.

o WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE

2. Saore ()
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s we've discussed earlier, the Ribono Shel Olam doesn’t

expect us to do mitzvos and learn Torah for their own sake

from the beginning, He is patient with us. It’s fine if we

initially serve Hini for the sake of reward, because even-

tually we will rise to the level where we will have such a profound
appreciation for what we do that wewill do it for its own sake.

With this in mind, let’s look at two pesukim (Tehillim 1 12:1-2),

“Fortunate is the man who fears-Hashem, who strongly desires

His mitzvos. His offspring shall be the mighty of the earth, a vir-

tuous generation that shall be blessed.” I once heard — I don't

with the joy of mitzvos, they will also be drawn in that direction
When parents genuinely desire mitzvos, then their very way of lif
is an important expression of chinuch. In fact, it is the best kin

of chinuch, because it teaches by example.

M Nevertheless, if he::hows his children that the motivation for
doing the mitzvah is the reward, it is not good ehinuch. All he has

taught his children is that you should do the ‘mitzvah because it

is worth your while. The child, however, may think that for his

father a reward in Olam Haba makes it worthwhile, but he has
other ideas of what makes something worthwhile. If we're talking
about reward, it’s possible that becoming a docror is the reward tc
which he aspires. So, the child may think, let my facher go aftes
the reward thar interests him and I will go after the reward tha
interests me. He will have learned from the chinuch of his fathes
that mitzves are done for the rewards, and then he can apply hi
own standards of rewards.

If, however, the child sees the joy that his father experience:
when he is doing a mitzvab, if that joy is the foundation of the
‘home in which he grows up, then he will inevitably be affectec
by the spirit and the mood and the atmosphere, and he himsel
will feel that selfsame joy when he does the mizzvos. This kind o
chinuch will reach into his very soul regardless of his conceptior
of what constitutes a worthwhile reward.

Therefore, even though it is perfectly acceptable for a persor
to do a mitzvah because of ulterior motives, even if he does the
mitzvah because he wants to receive his reward in Olam Haba, th
chinuch of his children will suffer. If he wanw-his children to b
“the mighty of the earth” and “a virtuous generation,” he has t
show them the sheer spiritual joy of doing the mitzvos.
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